
 

 
January was colder than normal across the state. 
Most of central and southern Arizona measured at 
least 150% of normal precipitation, while northern 
counties received more than 200% of normal 
precipitation. La Paz and Yuma counties had 
below-average precipitation for January. At the 
end of the month, the Verde, Little Colorado, and 
Lake Mead basins reached more than 200% of 
median snow water equivalent (SWE), while the 
Salt River basin accumulated more than 140% of 
median SWE. 

Short-term drought improved during January. The 
month ended with about 79% of the state 
Abnormally Dry (D0) or with no measure of 
drought. Moderate (D1) short-term drought (20% 
of state) remained along the northern and western 
edges of the state, as well as in small portions of 
Pima, Santa Cruz, and Cochise counties. Severe 
(D2) short-term drought continued in western 
Mohave and northern Coconino counties (1% of 
state). 

La Niña is waning across the Pacific Ocean with 
better than an 80% chance of neutral conditions 
by the spring months. There is a slightly better 
chance that below-normal precipitation occurs across the state this spring. 
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